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Cuomo: ‘The best path for this state at this time’

by Casey Seiler

December 8, 2011

In a solo press conference performance in the Red Room that began just after 10 p.m., Gov. Andrew Cuomo explained his change of heart on higher taxes for the state’s high earners by citing the global economic downturn and the obdurate pressure of his promise to hand 4 percent funding increases to Medicaid and education in the next budget.

“This is the best path for this state at this time,” Cuomo said.

“This is because of the numbers,” he said, when asked if the Occupy movement — including the outpost currently freezing its tail off in nearby Academy Park — had anything to do with it.

Cuomo dismissed arguments from good-government groups that the deal was a continuation of the backroom tradition in Albany. If anyone hadn’t been privy to the debate over the millionaires tax in recent months, they haven’t been paying attention, he said.

“More transparency is always good,” he said, although the success of this deal was a very poor example of that rule. (Maybe the “always” wasn’t needed, then?)

He emphasized that the deal was, at heart, a jobs bill. “The tax element is relevant to me as stimulus,” Cuomo said.

In terms of what the deal might mean for the future of his relationship with the Senate Republican conference, Cuomo said he still planned to veto any redistricting plan not accomplished through an independent commission. He refused to answer when asked if he’d be willing to campaign against any of the Republicans who have worked with him in this effort and over the past year, saying there would be time enough for politics in the coming months.

He said the agreement would smooth out many of the issues to be taken up during the legislative session. “We just did 50 percent of the budget,” the governor said.
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